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from an angle of profit that surprised much abler men, but he
possessed a whole series of very active prejudices, some of them
dating very far back, most of which had a strong basis in that
common sense and to all of which he clung with the obstinacy
of age. He had worked out to his satisfaction his relation to Ger-
many and to the individuals in it; on all manifestations of these
relations he was willing to receive advice but not necessarily to
take it; on all questions involving expert knowledge he accepted
other men's views as to the facts and argued only on the impli-
cations of acceptance or rejection. We have seen his attitude at
the fall of Hermann Mueller; it was characteristic of him in both
his strength and weakness. He knew in fact that he was a figure-
head, and he wanted also to be a good figurehead but, as far
as was consistent with duty, to be a figurehead at ease.
The Bruening period was, of course, that which first brought
out the importance of the President, but the idea of a strong
presidency—strong presidents were not so desirable—was not
a new one among the political class; it was so little of a new one
among the members of the Herrenklub that they felt that the
mere existence of a presidial cabinet was an affront and a plagiar-
ism. The Herrenklub has now attained the dimensions of a legend;
it is important to realize its true significance. From the old aris-
tocracy there came many more of the creative ideas in German
political life than the modern democratic critic is willing to admit,
and its more intelligent members were never so bubbling over
with ideas as in the period of their eclipse as a governing class.
It was between 1919 and 1923 that there came into existence
what may be called the aristocratic school which started a score
or more of little papers in which the political situation was
analysed, often without reference to anything but the inner con-
sciousness of the writer, but just as often with real ability and
insight particularly from the politico-psychological point of view.
It is to this group that Hitlerism owes the few creative ideas that
the party has succeeded in assimilating.* Among these was the
Ring edited by Heinrich von Gleichen. Gleichen, like so many
* This account is taken with certain modifications from Schotte's own book
(vide A Note on Sources, p. 19).

